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Internal resistance
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Because a real battery is made of matter, there is resistance to the flow of charge 
within the battery. This resistance is called internal resistance r. For an idealized 
battery with zero internal resistance, the potential difference across the battery 
(called its terminal voltage) equals its emf. For a real battery, however, the terminal 
voltage is not equal to the emf for a battery in a circuit in which there is a current. 
To understand why, consider the circuit diagram in Figure 28.1a. We model the bat-
tery as shown in the diagram; it is represented by the dashed rectangle containing 
an ideal, resistance-free emf e in series with an internal resistance r. A resistor of 
resistance R is connected across the terminals of the battery. Now imagine moving 
through the battery from a to d and measuring the electric potential at various 
locations. Passing from the negative terminal to the positive terminal, the potential 
increases by an amount e. As we move through the resistance r, however, the poten-
tial decreases by an amount Ir, where I is the current in the circuit. Therefore, the 
terminal voltage of the battery DV 5 Vd 2 Va is

 DV 5 e 2 Ir  (28.1)

From this expression, notice that e is equivalent to the open-circuit voltage, that 
is, the terminal voltage when the current is zero. The emf is the voltage labeled on 
a battery; for example, the emf of a D cell is 1.5 V. The actual potential difference 
between a battery’s terminals depends on the current in the battery as described by 
Equation 28.1. Figure 28.1b is a graphical representation of the changes in electric 
potential as the circuit is traversed in the clockwise direction.
 Figure 28.1a shows that the terminal voltage DV must equal the potential differ-
ence across the external resistance R, often called the load resistance. The load resis-
tor might be a simple resistive circuit element as in Figure 28.1a, or it could be the 
resistance of some electrical device (such as a toaster, electric heater, or lightbulb) 
connected to the battery (or, in the case of household devices, to the wall outlet). 
The resistor represents a load on the battery because the battery must supply energy 
to operate the device containing the resistance. The potential difference across the 
load resistance is DV 5 IR. Combining this expression with Equation 28.1, we see that

 e 5 IR 1 Ir  (28.2)

Figure 28.1a shows a graphical representation of this equation. Solving for the cur-
rent gives

 I 5
e

R 1 r
 (28.3)

Equation 28.3 shows that the current in this simple circuit depends on both the 
load resistance R external to the battery and the internal resistance r. If R is much 
greater than r, as it is in many real-world circuits, we can neglect r.
 Multiplying Equation 28.2 by the current I in the circuit gives

 Ie = I 2R 1 I 2r (28.4)

Equation 28.4 indicates that because power P 5 I DV (see Eq. 27.21), the total power 
output Ie associated with the emf of the battery is delivered to the external load 
resistance in the amount I 2R and to the internal resistance in the amount I 2r.

Q uick Quiz 28.1  To maximize the percentage of the power from the emf of a bat-
tery that is delivered to a device external to the battery, what should the internal 
resistance of the battery be? (a) It should be as low as possible. (b) It should be as 
high as possible. (c) The percentage does not depend on the internal resistance.
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Figure 28.1 (a) Circuit diagram 
of a source of emf e (in this case, 
a battery), of internal resistance 
r, connected to an external resis-
tor of resistance R. (b) Graphical 
representation showing how the 
electric potential changes as the 
circuit in (a) is traversed clockwise.

Pitfall Prevention 28.1
What Is Constant in a Battery?  
It is a common misconception that 
a battery is a source of constant 
current. Equation 28.3 shows that 
is not true. The current in the cir-
cuit depends on the resistance R 
connected to the battery. It is also 
not true that a battery is a source 
of constant terminal voltage as 
shown by Equation 28.1. A battery 
is a source of constant emf.

Example 28.1   Terminal Voltage of a Battery

A battery has an emf of 12.0 V and an internal resistance of 0.050 0 V. Its terminals are connected to a load resistance 
of 3.00 V.
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Figure 28.1 (a) Circuit diagram 
of a source of emf e (in this case, 
a battery), of internal resistance 
r, connected to an external resis-
tor of resistance R. (b) Graphical 
representation showing how the 
electric potential changes as the 
circuit in (a) is traversed clockwise.

Pitfall Prevention 28.1
What Is Constant in a Battery?  
It is a common misconception that 
a battery is a source of constant 
current. Equation 28.3 shows that 
is not true. The current in the cir-
cuit depends on the resistance R 
connected to the battery. It is also 
not true that a battery is a source 
of constant terminal voltage as 
shown by Equation 28.1. A battery 
is a source of constant emf.

Example 28.1   Terminal Voltage of a Battery

A battery has an emf of 12.0 V and an internal resistance of 0.050 0 V. Its terminals are connected to a load resistance 
of 3.00 V.

Let ∆V be the potential difference supplied by the battery to the
rest of the circuit:

∆V = E− Ir

∆V is the potential difference between the terminals of the battery
at points a and d in the diagram.



Internal resistance and current

The current that flows in the circuit, I, will in turn depend on the
load resistance R, ie. the resistance in the rest of the circuit.834 Chapter 28 Direct-Current Circuits
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resistance R is connected across the terminals of the battery. Now imagine moving 
through the battery from a to d and measuring the electric potential at various 
locations. Passing from the negative terminal to the positive terminal, the potential 
increases by an amount e. As we move through the resistance r, however, the poten-
tial decreases by an amount Ir, where I is the current in the circuit. Therefore, the 
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Figure 28.1 (a) Circuit diagram 
of a source of emf e (in this case, 
a battery), of internal resistance 
r, connected to an external resis-
tor of resistance R. (b) Graphical 
representation showing how the 
electric potential changes as the 
circuit in (a) is traversed clockwise.

Pitfall Prevention 28.1
What Is Constant in a Battery?  
It is a common misconception that 
a battery is a source of constant 
current. Equation 28.3 shows that 
is not true. The current in the cir-
cuit depends on the resistance R 
connected to the battery. It is also 
not true that a battery is a source 
of constant terminal voltage as 
shown by Equation 28.1. A battery 
is a source of constant emf.

Example 28.1   Terminal Voltage of a Battery

A battery has an emf of 12.0 V and an internal resistance of 0.050 0 V. Its terminals are connected to a load resistance 
of 3.00 V.

∆V = IR
and so, IR = E− Ir and:

I =
E

r + R



Internal resistance, potential difference, and power

I =
E

r + R

The potential difference supplied to the circuit ∆V :

∆V = IR =
ER

r + R

It depends on both the internal and external (“load”) resistances.

Power:

power supplied = total power delivered

IE = I2r + I2R



Question

Quick Quiz 28.1: To maximize the percentage of the power from
the emf of a battery that is delivered to a device external to the
battery, what should the internal resistance of the battery be?

(A) It should be as low as possible.

(B) It should be as high as possible.

(C) The percentage does not depend on the internal resistance.
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Load Matching

Assuming r is fixed, for what value of the load resistance R is the
power delivered to R greatest?834 Chapter 28 Direct-Current Circuits

Because a real battery is made of matter, there is resistance to the flow of charge 
within the battery. This resistance is called internal resistance r. For an idealized 
battery with zero internal resistance, the potential difference across the battery 
(called its terminal voltage) equals its emf. For a real battery, however, the terminal 
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tor might be a simple resistive circuit element as in Figure 28.1a, or it could be the 
resistance of some electrical device (such as a toaster, electric heater, or lightbulb) 
connected to the battery (or, in the case of household devices, to the wall outlet). 
The resistor represents a load on the battery because the battery must supply energy 
to operate the device containing the resistance. The potential difference across the 
load resistance is DV 5 IR. Combining this expression with Equation 28.1, we see that
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Figure 28.1a shows a graphical representation of this equation. Solving for the cur-
rent gives
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Equation 28.3 shows that the current in this simple circuit depends on both the 
load resistance R external to the battery and the internal resistance r. If R is much 
greater than r, as it is in many real-world circuits, we can neglect r.
 Multiplying Equation 28.2 by the current I in the circuit gives

 Ie = I 2R 1 I 2r (28.4)

Equation 28.4 indicates that because power P 5 I DV (see Eq. 27.21), the total power 
output Ie associated with the emf of the battery is delivered to the external load 
resistance in the amount I 2R and to the internal resistance in the amount I 2r.
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Figure 28.1 (a) Circuit diagram 
of a source of emf e (in this case, 
a battery), of internal resistance 
r, connected to an external resis-
tor of resistance R. (b) Graphical 
representation showing how the 
electric potential changes as the 
circuit in (a) is traversed clockwise.

Pitfall Prevention 28.1
What Is Constant in a Battery?  
It is a common misconception that 
a battery is a source of constant 
current. Equation 28.3 shows that 
is not true. The current in the cir-
cuit depends on the resistance R 
connected to the battery. It is also 
not true that a battery is a source 
of constant terminal voltage as 
shown by Equation 28.1. A battery 
is a source of constant emf.

Example 28.1   Terminal Voltage of a Battery

A battery has an emf of 12.0 V and an internal resistance of 0.050 0 V. Its terminals are connected to a load resistance 
of 3.00 V.

Idea: maximize PR = I2R.



Load Matching

Idea: maximize PR = I2R.

dPR

dR
=

d

dR

(
E2R

(r + R)2

)
=

E2

(r + R)2
+ (−2)

E2R

(r + R)3

Set equal to zero to find stationary point:

0 =
E2

(r + R)2
+ (−2)

E2R

(r + R)3

1 =
2R

r + R
R = r
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Solve for R : R 5 r

Differentiate the power with respect to the load resis-
tance R and set the derivative equal to zero to maximize 
the power:

dP
dR

5
d

dR
c e2R1R 1 r 22 d 5

d
dR

3e2R 1R 1 r 222 4 5 0

[e2(R 1 r)22] 1 [e2R(22)(R 1 r)23] 5 0

e2 1R 1 r 21R 1 r 23 2
2e2R1R 1 r 23 5

e2 1r 2 R 21R 1 r 23 5 0

Analyze  Find the power delivered to the load resistance 
using Equation 27.22, with I given by Equation 28.3:

(1)   P 5 I 2R 5
e2R1R 1 r 22

Finalize  To check this result, let’s plot P versus R as in Figure 28.2. The graph shows that P reaches a maximum value 
at R 5 r. Equation (1) shows that this maximum value is Pmax 5 e2/4r.

28.2 Resistors in Series and Parallel
When two or more resistors are connected together as are the incandescent light-
bulbs in Figure 28.3a, they are said to be in a series combination. Figure 28.3b is 
the circuit diagram for the lightbulbs, shown as resistors, and the battery. What if 
you wanted to replace the series combination with a single resistor that would draw 
the same current from the battery? What would be its value? In a series connection, 
if an amount of charge Q exits resistor R1, charge Q must also enter the second 
resistor R 2. Otherwise, charge would accumulate on the wire between the resistors. 
Therefore, the same amount of charge passes through both resistors in a given time 
interval and the currents are the same in both resistors:

I 5 I1 5 I2

where I is the current leaving the battery, I1 is the current in resistor R1, and I2 is the 
current in resistor R 2.
 The potential difference applied across the series combination of resistors divides 
between the resistors. In Figure 28.3b, because the voltage drop1 from a to b equals 
I1R1 and the voltage drop from b to c equals I2R 2, the voltage drop from a to c is

DV 5 DV1 1 DV2 5 I1R1 1 I2R 2

The potential difference across the battery is also applied to the equivalent resis-
tance R eq in Figure 28.3c:

DV 5 IR eq

1The term voltage drop is synonymous with a decrease in electric potential across a resistor. It is often used by individu-
als working with electric circuits.

When R is small, let's say R ,, r, the current is large and 
the power delivered to the internal resistance is I 2r .. 
I 2R. Therefore, the power delivered to the load resistor 
is small compared to that delivered to the internal resis-
tance. For some intermediate value of the resistance R, 
the power must maximize.

Categorize  We categorize this example as an analysis 
problem because we must undertake a procedure to maxi-
mize the power. The circuit is the same as that in Exam-
ple 28.1. The load resistance R in this case, however, is a 
variable.

 

▸ 28.2 c o n t i n u e d

r 2r 3r
R

Pmax

P

Figure 28.2  (Example 
28.2) Graph of the power 
P delivered by a battery to 
a load resistor of resistance 
R as a function of R.

The y -axis is the power delivered to the load resistance.



Potential difference between two points
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Because a real battery is made of matter, there is resistance to the flow of charge 
within the battery. This resistance is called internal resistance r. For an idealized 
battery with zero internal resistance, the potential difference across the battery 
(called its terminal voltage) equals its emf. For a real battery, however, the terminal 
voltage is not equal to the emf for a battery in a circuit in which there is a current. 
To understand why, consider the circuit diagram in Figure 28.1a. We model the bat-
tery as shown in the diagram; it is represented by the dashed rectangle containing 
an ideal, resistance-free emf e in series with an internal resistance r. A resistor of 
resistance R is connected across the terminals of the battery. Now imagine moving 
through the battery from a to d and measuring the electric potential at various 
locations. Passing from the negative terminal to the positive terminal, the potential 
increases by an amount e. As we move through the resistance r, however, the poten-
tial decreases by an amount Ir, where I is the current in the circuit. Therefore, the 
terminal voltage of the battery DV 5 Vd 2 Va is

 DV 5 e 2 Ir  (28.1)

From this expression, notice that e is equivalent to the open-circuit voltage, that 
is, the terminal voltage when the current is zero. The emf is the voltage labeled on 
a battery; for example, the emf of a D cell is 1.5 V. The actual potential difference 
between a battery’s terminals depends on the current in the battery as described by 
Equation 28.1. Figure 28.1b is a graphical representation of the changes in electric 
potential as the circuit is traversed in the clockwise direction.
 Figure 28.1a shows that the terminal voltage DV must equal the potential differ-
ence across the external resistance R, often called the load resistance. The load resis-
tor might be a simple resistive circuit element as in Figure 28.1a, or it could be the 
resistance of some electrical device (such as a toaster, electric heater, or lightbulb) 
connected to the battery (or, in the case of household devices, to the wall outlet). 
The resistor represents a load on the battery because the battery must supply energy 
to operate the device containing the resistance. The potential difference across the 
load resistance is DV 5 IR. Combining this expression with Equation 28.1, we see that

 e 5 IR 1 Ir  (28.2)

Figure 28.1a shows a graphical representation of this equation. Solving for the cur-
rent gives

 I 5
e

R 1 r
 (28.3)

Equation 28.3 shows that the current in this simple circuit depends on both the 
load resistance R external to the battery and the internal resistance r. If R is much 
greater than r, as it is in many real-world circuits, we can neglect r.
 Multiplying Equation 28.2 by the current I in the circuit gives

 Ie = I 2R 1 I 2r (28.4)

Equation 28.4 indicates that because power P 5 I DV (see Eq. 27.21), the total power 
output Ie associated with the emf of the battery is delivered to the external load 
resistance in the amount I 2R and to the internal resistance in the amount I 2r.

Q uick Quiz 28.1  To maximize the percentage of the power from the emf of a bat-
tery that is delivered to a device external to the battery, what should the internal 
resistance of the battery be? (a) It should be as low as possible. (b) It should be as 
high as possible. (c) The percentage does not depend on the internal resistance.
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Figure 28.1 (a) Circuit diagram 
of a source of emf e (in this case, 
a battery), of internal resistance 
r, connected to an external resis-
tor of resistance R. (b) Graphical 
representation showing how the 
electric potential changes as the 
circuit in (a) is traversed clockwise.

Pitfall Prevention 28.1
What Is Constant in a Battery?  
It is a common misconception that 
a battery is a source of constant 
current. Equation 28.3 shows that 
is not true. The current in the cir-
cuit depends on the resistance R 
connected to the battery. It is also 
not true that a battery is a source 
of constant terminal voltage as 
shown by Equation 28.1. A battery 
is a source of constant emf.

Example 28.1   Terminal Voltage of a Battery

A battery has an emf of 12.0 V and an internal resistance of 0.050 0 V. Its terminals are connected to a load resistance 
of 3.00 V.

For any circuit we can find the potential difference between points
in the circuit by finding the potential drop or jump across the
elements between those points.

Two rules can help us track this.
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ence across the external resistance R, often called the load resistance. The load resis-
tor might be a simple resistive circuit element as in Figure 28.1a, or it could be the 
resistance of some electrical device (such as a toaster, electric heater, or lightbulb) 
connected to the battery (or, in the case of household devices, to the wall outlet). 
The resistor represents a load on the battery because the battery must supply energy 
to operate the device containing the resistance. The potential difference across the 
load resistance is DV 5 IR. Combining this expression with Equation 28.1, we see that

 e 5 IR 1 Ir  (28.2)

Figure 28.1a shows a graphical representation of this equation. Solving for the cur-
rent gives

 I 5
e

R 1 r
 (28.3)

Equation 28.3 shows that the current in this simple circuit depends on both the 
load resistance R external to the battery and the internal resistance r. If R is much 
greater than r, as it is in many real-world circuits, we can neglect r.
 Multiplying Equation 28.2 by the current I in the circuit gives

 Ie = I 2R 1 I 2r (28.4)

Equation 28.4 indicates that because power P 5 I DV (see Eq. 27.21), the total power 
output Ie associated with the emf of the battery is delivered to the external load 
resistance in the amount I 2R and to the internal resistance in the amount I 2r.

Q uick Quiz 28.1  To maximize the percentage of the power from the emf of a bat-
tery that is delivered to a device external to the battery, what should the internal 
resistance of the battery be? (a) It should be as low as possible. (b) It should be as 
high as possible. (c) The percentage does not depend on the internal resistance.
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Figure 28.1 (a) Circuit diagram 
of a source of emf e (in this case, 
a battery), of internal resistance 
r, connected to an external resis-
tor of resistance R. (b) Graphical 
representation showing how the 
electric potential changes as the 
circuit in (a) is traversed clockwise.

Pitfall Prevention 28.1
What Is Constant in a Battery?  
It is a common misconception that 
a battery is a source of constant 
current. Equation 28.3 shows that 
is not true. The current in the cir-
cuit depends on the resistance R 
connected to the battery. It is also 
not true that a battery is a source 
of constant terminal voltage as 
shown by Equation 28.1. A battery 
is a source of constant emf.

Example 28.1   Terminal Voltage of a Battery

A battery has an emf of 12.0 V and an internal resistance of 0.050 0 V. Its terminals are connected to a load resistance 
of 3.00 V.

“Voltage Drops”:

resistance rule

Going through a resistance R in the direction of the current, the
change in potential is −IR; in the opposite direction it is +IR.

“Voltage jumps”:

emf rule

Going through an ideal emf device in the direction of the emf
arrow, the change in potential is +E; in the opposite direction it is
−E.



The loop rule
834 Chapter 28 Direct-Current Circuits

Because a real battery is made of matter, there is resistance to the flow of charge 
within the battery. This resistance is called internal resistance r. For an idealized 
battery with zero internal resistance, the potential difference across the battery 
(called its terminal voltage) equals its emf. For a real battery, however, the terminal 
voltage is not equal to the emf for a battery in a circuit in which there is a current. 
To understand why, consider the circuit diagram in Figure 28.1a. We model the bat-
tery as shown in the diagram; it is represented by the dashed rectangle containing 
an ideal, resistance-free emf e in series with an internal resistance r. A resistor of 
resistance R is connected across the terminals of the battery. Now imagine moving 
through the battery from a to d and measuring the electric potential at various 
locations. Passing from the negative terminal to the positive terminal, the potential 
increases by an amount e. As we move through the resistance r, however, the poten-
tial decreases by an amount Ir, where I is the current in the circuit. Therefore, the 
terminal voltage of the battery DV 5 Vd 2 Va is

 DV 5 e 2 Ir  (28.1)

From this expression, notice that e is equivalent to the open-circuit voltage, that 
is, the terminal voltage when the current is zero. The emf is the voltage labeled on 
a battery; for example, the emf of a D cell is 1.5 V. The actual potential difference 
between a battery’s terminals depends on the current in the battery as described by 
Equation 28.1. Figure 28.1b is a graphical representation of the changes in electric 
potential as the circuit is traversed in the clockwise direction.
 Figure 28.1a shows that the terminal voltage DV must equal the potential differ-
ence across the external resistance R, often called the load resistance. The load resis-
tor might be a simple resistive circuit element as in Figure 28.1a, or it could be the 
resistance of some electrical device (such as a toaster, electric heater, or lightbulb) 
connected to the battery (or, in the case of household devices, to the wall outlet). 
The resistor represents a load on the battery because the battery must supply energy 
to operate the device containing the resistance. The potential difference across the 
load resistance is DV 5 IR. Combining this expression with Equation 28.1, we see that

 e 5 IR 1 Ir  (28.2)

Figure 28.1a shows a graphical representation of this equation. Solving for the cur-
rent gives

 I 5
e

R 1 r
 (28.3)

Equation 28.3 shows that the current in this simple circuit depends on both the 
load resistance R external to the battery and the internal resistance r. If R is much 
greater than r, as it is in many real-world circuits, we can neglect r.
 Multiplying Equation 28.2 by the current I in the circuit gives

 Ie = I 2R 1 I 2r (28.4)

Equation 28.4 indicates that because power P 5 I DV (see Eq. 27.21), the total power 
output Ie associated with the emf of the battery is delivered to the external load 
resistance in the amount I 2R and to the internal resistance in the amount I 2r.

Q uick Quiz 28.1  To maximize the percentage of the power from the emf of a bat-
tery that is delivered to a device external to the battery, what should the internal 
resistance of the battery be? (a) It should be as low as possible. (b) It should be as 
high as possible. (c) The percentage does not depend on the internal resistance.
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Figure 28.1 (a) Circuit diagram 
of a source of emf e (in this case, 
a battery), of internal resistance 
r, connected to an external resis-
tor of resistance R. (b) Graphical 
representation showing how the 
electric potential changes as the 
circuit in (a) is traversed clockwise.

Pitfall Prevention 28.1
What Is Constant in a Battery?  
It is a common misconception that 
a battery is a source of constant 
current. Equation 28.3 shows that 
is not true. The current in the cir-
cuit depends on the resistance R 
connected to the battery. It is also 
not true that a battery is a source 
of constant terminal voltage as 
shown by Equation 28.1. A battery 
is a source of constant emf.

Example 28.1   Terminal Voltage of a Battery

A battery has an emf of 12.0 V and an internal resistance of 0.050 0 V. Its terminals are connected to a load resistance 
of 3.00 V.
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tor might be a simple resistive circuit element as in Figure 28.1a, or it could be the 
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connected to the battery (or, in the case of household devices, to the wall outlet). 
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Figure 28.1a shows a graphical representation of this equation. Solving for the cur-
rent gives
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Equation 28.3 shows that the current in this simple circuit depends on both the 
load resistance R external to the battery and the internal resistance r. If R is much 
greater than r, as it is in many real-world circuits, we can neglect r.
 Multiplying Equation 28.2 by the current I in the circuit gives

 Ie = I 2R 1 I 2r (28.4)

Equation 28.4 indicates that because power P 5 I DV (see Eq. 27.21), the total power 
output Ie associated with the emf of the battery is delivered to the external load 
resistance in the amount I 2R and to the internal resistance in the amount I 2r.

Q uick Quiz 28.1  To maximize the percentage of the power from the emf of a bat-
tery that is delivered to a device external to the battery, what should the internal 
resistance of the battery be? (a) It should be as low as possible. (b) It should be as 
high as possible. (c) The percentage does not depend on the internal resistance.
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Figure 28.1 (a) Circuit diagram 
of a source of emf e (in this case, 
a battery), of internal resistance 
r, connected to an external resis-
tor of resistance R. (b) Graphical 
representation showing how the 
electric potential changes as the 
circuit in (a) is traversed clockwise.

Pitfall Prevention 28.1
What Is Constant in a Battery?  
It is a common misconception that 
a battery is a source of constant 
current. Equation 28.3 shows that 
is not true. The current in the cir-
cuit depends on the resistance R 
connected to the battery. It is also 
not true that a battery is a source 
of constant terminal voltage as 
shown by Equation 28.1. A battery 
is a source of constant emf.

Example 28.1   Terminal Voltage of a Battery

A battery has an emf of 12.0 V and an internal resistance of 0.050 0 V. Its terminals are connected to a load resistance 
of 3.00 V.

Notice in the lower diagram that we we come back at the right end
to the same potential that we started at on the left end.

In fact, it doesn’t matter what point we start at: if we go around a
closed loop, when we return to the starting point, we must return
to the starting potential also.
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Because a real battery is made of matter, there is resistance to the flow of charge 
within the battery. This resistance is called internal resistance r. For an idealized 
battery with zero internal resistance, the potential difference across the battery 
(called its terminal voltage) equals its emf. For a real battery, however, the terminal 
voltage is not equal to the emf for a battery in a circuit in which there is a current. 
To understand why, consider the circuit diagram in Figure 28.1a. We model the bat-
tery as shown in the diagram; it is represented by the dashed rectangle containing 
an ideal, resistance-free emf e in series with an internal resistance r. A resistor of 
resistance R is connected across the terminals of the battery. Now imagine moving 
through the battery from a to d and measuring the electric potential at various 
locations. Passing from the negative terminal to the positive terminal, the potential 
increases by an amount e. As we move through the resistance r, however, the poten-
tial decreases by an amount Ir, where I is the current in the circuit. Therefore, the 
terminal voltage of the battery DV 5 Vd 2 Va is

 DV 5 e 2 Ir  (28.1)

From this expression, notice that e is equivalent to the open-circuit voltage, that 
is, the terminal voltage when the current is zero. The emf is the voltage labeled on 
a battery; for example, the emf of a D cell is 1.5 V. The actual potential difference 
between a battery’s terminals depends on the current in the battery as described by 
Equation 28.1. Figure 28.1b is a graphical representation of the changes in electric 
potential as the circuit is traversed in the clockwise direction.
 Figure 28.1a shows that the terminal voltage DV must equal the potential differ-
ence across the external resistance R, often called the load resistance. The load resis-
tor might be a simple resistive circuit element as in Figure 28.1a, or it could be the 
resistance of some electrical device (such as a toaster, electric heater, or lightbulb) 
connected to the battery (or, in the case of household devices, to the wall outlet). 
The resistor represents a load on the battery because the battery must supply energy 
to operate the device containing the resistance. The potential difference across the 
load resistance is DV 5 IR. Combining this expression with Equation 28.1, we see that

 e 5 IR 1 Ir  (28.2)

Figure 28.1a shows a graphical representation of this equation. Solving for the cur-
rent gives

 I 5
e

R 1 r
 (28.3)

Equation 28.3 shows that the current in this simple circuit depends on both the 
load resistance R external to the battery and the internal resistance r. If R is much 
greater than r, as it is in many real-world circuits, we can neglect r.
 Multiplying Equation 28.2 by the current I in the circuit gives

 Ie = I 2R 1 I 2r (28.4)

Equation 28.4 indicates that because power P 5 I DV (see Eq. 27.21), the total power 
output Ie associated with the emf of the battery is delivered to the external load 
resistance in the amount I 2R and to the internal resistance in the amount I 2r.

Q uick Quiz 28.1  To maximize the percentage of the power from the emf of a bat-
tery that is delivered to a device external to the battery, what should the internal 
resistance of the battery be? (a) It should be as low as possible. (b) It should be as 
high as possible. (c) The percentage does not depend on the internal resistance.
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Figure 28.1 (a) Circuit diagram 
of a source of emf e (in this case, 
a battery), of internal resistance 
r, connected to an external resis-
tor of resistance R. (b) Graphical 
representation showing how the 
electric potential changes as the 
circuit in (a) is traversed clockwise.

Pitfall Prevention 28.1
What Is Constant in a Battery?  
It is a common misconception that 
a battery is a source of constant 
current. Equation 28.3 shows that 
is not true. The current in the cir-
cuit depends on the resistance R 
connected to the battery. It is also 
not true that a battery is a source 
of constant terminal voltage as 
shown by Equation 28.1. A battery 
is a source of constant emf.

Example 28.1   Terminal Voltage of a Battery

A battery has an emf of 12.0 V and an internal resistance of 0.050 0 V. Its terminals are connected to a load resistance 
of 3.00 V.
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voltage is not equal to the emf for a battery in a circuit in which there is a current. 
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resistance R is connected across the terminals of the battery. Now imagine moving 
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locations. Passing from the negative terminal to the positive terminal, the potential 
increases by an amount e. As we move through the resistance r, however, the poten-
tial decreases by an amount Ir, where I is the current in the circuit. Therefore, the 
terminal voltage of the battery DV 5 Vd 2 Va is
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between a battery’s terminals depends on the current in the battery as described by 
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connected to the battery (or, in the case of household devices, to the wall outlet). 
The resistor represents a load on the battery because the battery must supply energy 
to operate the device containing the resistance. The potential difference across the 
load resistance is DV 5 IR. Combining this expression with Equation 28.1, we see that

 e 5 IR 1 Ir  (28.2)

Figure 28.1a shows a graphical representation of this equation. Solving for the cur-
rent gives
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 (28.3)

Equation 28.3 shows that the current in this simple circuit depends on both the 
load resistance R external to the battery and the internal resistance r. If R is much 
greater than r, as it is in many real-world circuits, we can neglect r.
 Multiplying Equation 28.2 by the current I in the circuit gives

 Ie = I 2R 1 I 2r (28.4)

Equation 28.4 indicates that because power P 5 I DV (see Eq. 27.21), the total power 
output Ie associated with the emf of the battery is delivered to the external load 
resistance in the amount I 2R and to the internal resistance in the amount I 2r.

Q uick Quiz 28.1  To maximize the percentage of the power from the emf of a bat-
tery that is delivered to a device external to the battery, what should the internal 
resistance of the battery be? (a) It should be as low as possible. (b) It should be as 
high as possible. (c) The percentage does not depend on the internal resistance.
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Figure 28.1 (a) Circuit diagram 
of a source of emf e (in this case, 
a battery), of internal resistance 
r, connected to an external resis-
tor of resistance R. (b) Graphical 
representation showing how the 
electric potential changes as the 
circuit in (a) is traversed clockwise.

Pitfall Prevention 28.1
What Is Constant in a Battery?  
It is a common misconception that 
a battery is a source of constant 
current. Equation 28.3 shows that 
is not true. The current in the cir-
cuit depends on the resistance R 
connected to the battery. It is also 
not true that a battery is a source 
of constant terminal voltage as 
shown by Equation 28.1. A battery 
is a source of constant emf.

Example 28.1   Terminal Voltage of a Battery

A battery has an emf of 12.0 V and an internal resistance of 0.050 0 V. Its terminals are connected to a load resistance 
of 3.00 V.

Kirchhoff’s loop rule:

Loop Rule

The sum of the changes in potential encountered in a complete
traversal of any loop of a circuit must be zero.



Kirchhoff’s Laws

The loop rule for potential difference and the junction rule for
current together are called Kirchhoff’s laws.

Loop Rule

The sum of the changes in potential encountered in a complete
traversal of any loop of a circuit must be zero.

Junction Rule

The sum of the currents entering any junction must be equal to
the sum of the currents leaving that junction.

Using both it is possible to discover many things about how a
circuit operates, for example how much power will be dissipated in
a particular component.



Multiloop Circuits

Single loop

V

R1

R2

Multiloop

R1 R2

V



Example

Consider the circuit pictured with E = 12 V, and the following
resistor values: R1 = 20 Ω, R2 = 20 Ω, R3 = 30 Ω, and
R4 = 8.0 Ω.
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Fig. 27-11 (a) A circuit with an ideal battery. (b) Label the currents. (c) Replacing the parallel resistors with their
equivalent. (d) – (g) Working backward to find the currents through the parallel resistors.
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+
–

R 4

R 1

c
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R 3

R 2
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+
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R 4

R 1

c
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R 3

 i 2

 i 1

 i 1  i 3

(b)

a c

+
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R 4 = 8.0 Ω

R 1 = 20 Ω

b

 i 1
R 23 = 12 Ω

 i 1

 i 1

(c)

The equivalent of parallel
resistors is smaller.

a

+
–

R 4 = 8.0 Ω

R 1 = 20 Ω

b
 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A

(d)

R 23 = 12 Ω = 12 V

a cc

c c

+
–

R 4 = 8.0 Ω

R 1 = 20 Ω

b
 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A

(e)

R 23 = 12 ΩV 23 = 3.6 V = 12 V

Applying the loop rule
yields the current.

Applying V = iR yields
the potential difference.

+
–

R 4 = 8.0 Ω

R 1 = 20 Ω

 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 2

 i 3

( f )

R 2 = 20 ΩV 2 = 3.6 V

V 3 = 3.6 V

 = 12 V

R 3 = 30 Ω

+
–

R 4 = 8.0 Ω

R 1 = 20 Ω

 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A
(g)

R 2 = 20 Ω
i 2 = 0.18 A

i 3 = 0.12 A

V 2 = 3.6 V

V 3 = 3.6 V

 = 12 V

R 3 = 30 Ω

Parallel resistors and
their equivalent have
the same V (“par-V”).

Applying i = V/R 
yields the current.

b b

A
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What is the current through the battery?

answer: I = 0.30 A

What is the current through resistor R2?
answer: I2 = 0.18 A
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resistor values: R1 = 20 Ω, R2 = 20 Ω, R3 = 30 Ω, and
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R 2 = 20 Ω
i 2 = 0.18 A
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yields the current.
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What is the current through the battery?
answer: I = 0.30 A

What is the current through resistor R2?
answer: I2 = 0.18 A
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 i 1  = 0.30 A
(g)

R 2 = 20 Ω
i 2 = 0.18 A

i 3 = 0.12 A

V 2 = 3.6 V

V 3 = 3.6 V

 = 12 V

R 3 = 30 Ω

Parallel resistors and
their equivalent have
the same V (“par-V”).

Applying i = V/R 
yields the current.

b b

A
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What is the current through the battery?
answer: I = 0.30 A

What is the current through resistor R2?

answer: I2 = 0.18 A



Example

Consider the circuit pictured with E = 12 V, and the following
resistor values: R1 = 20 Ω, R2 = 20 Ω, R3 = 30 Ω, and
R4 = 8.0 Ω.

71727-7 M U LTI LOOP CI RCU ITS
PART 3

HALLIDAY REVISED

Fig. 27-11 (a) A circuit with an ideal battery. (b) Label the currents. (c) Replacing the parallel resistors with their
equivalent. (d) – (g) Working backward to find the currents through the parallel resistors.

R 2

(a)

a

+
–

R 4

R 1

c

b

R 3

R 2

a

+
–

R 4

R 1

c

b

R 3

 i 2

 i 1

 i 1  i 3

(b)

a c

+
–

R 4 = 8.0 Ω

R 1 = 20 Ω

b

 i 1
R 23 = 12 Ω

 i 1

 i 1

(c)

The equivalent of parallel
resistors is smaller.

a

+
–

R 4 = 8.0 Ω

R 1 = 20 Ω

b
 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A

(d)

R 23 = 12 Ω = 12 V

a cc

c c

+
–

R 4 = 8.0 Ω

R 1 = 20 Ω

b
 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A

(e)

R 23 = 12 ΩV 23 = 3.6 V = 12 V

Applying the loop rule
yields the current.

Applying V = iR yields
the potential difference.

+
–

R 4 = 8.0 Ω

R 1 = 20 Ω

 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 2

 i 3

( f )

R 2 = 20 ΩV 2 = 3.6 V

V 3 = 3.6 V

 = 12 V

R 3 = 30 Ω

+
–

R 4 = 8.0 Ω

R 1 = 20 Ω

 i 1  = 0.30 A

 i 1  = 0.30 A
(g)

R 2 = 20 Ω
i 2 = 0.18 A

i 3 = 0.12 A

V 2 = 3.6 V

V 3 = 3.6 V

 = 12 V

R 3 = 30 Ω

Parallel resistors and
their equivalent have
the same V (“par-V”).

Applying i = V/R 
yields the current.

b b

A

halliday_c27_705-734v2.qxd  23-11-2009  16:39  Page 717

What is the current through the battery?
answer: I = 0.30 A

What is the current through resistor R2?
answer: I2 = 0.18 A



Example with Two Batteries

Find the current in the circuit.

 28.3 Kirchhoff’s Rules 845

Example 28.6   A Single-Loop Circuit

A single-loop circuit contains two resistors and two batteries as shown in Figure 28.14. 
(Neglect the internal resistances of the batteries.) Find the current in the circuit.

Conceptualize  Figure 28.14 shows the polarities of the batteries and a guess at the 
direction of the current. The 12-V battery is the stronger of the two, so the current 
should be counterclockwise. Therefore, we expect our guess for the direction of the 
current to be wrong, but we will continue and see how this incorrect guess is repre-
sented by our final answer.

Categorize  We do not need Kirchhoff’s rules to analyze this simple circuit, but let’s 
use them anyway simply to see how they are applied. There are no junctions in this 
single-loop circuit; therefore, the current is the same in all elements.

Analyze  Let’s assume the current is clockwise as shown in Figure 28.14. Traversing the circuit in the clockwise direc-
tion, starting at a, we see that a S b represents a potential difference of 1e1, b S c represents a potential difference of 
2IR1, c S d represents a potential difference of 2e2, and d S a represents a potential difference of 2IR 2.

S O L U T I O N

I

c

a b

d
! "

! "
e1 # 6.0 V

R1 # 8.0 $R2 # 10 $

e2 # 12 V

Figure 28.14 (Example 28.6) 
A series circuit containing two 
batteries and two resistors, 
where the polarities of the bat-
teries are in opposition.

Solve for I and use the values given in Figure 28.14: (1)   I 5
e1 2 e2

R 1 1 R 2
5

6.0 V 2 12 V
8.0 V 1 10 V

5 20.33 A

Apply Kirchhoff’s loop rule to the single loop in the 
circuit:

o DV 5 0   S   e1 2 IR1 2 e2 2 IR 2 5 0

Finalize  The negative sign for I indicates that the direction of the current is opposite the assumed direction. The 
emfs in the numerator subtract because the batteries in Figure 28.14 have opposite polarities. The resistances in the 
denominator add because the two resistors are in series.

What if the polarity of the 12.0-V battery were reversed? How would that affect the circuit?

Answer  Although we could repeat the Kirchhoff’s rules calculation, let’s instead examine Equation (1) and modify it 
accordingly. Because the polarities of the two batteries are now in the same direction, the signs of e1 and e2 are the 
same and Equation (1) becomes

I 5
e1 1 e2

R 1 1 R 2
5

6.0 V 1 12 V
8.0 V 1 10 V

5 1.0 A

WHAT IF ?

Example 28.7   A Multiloop Circuit

Find the currents I 1, I 2, and I 3 in the circuit shown in Figure 28.15 on page 846.

the circuit as are needed to obtain, in combination with the equations from the junc-
tion rule, as many equations as there are unknowns. To apply this rule, you must 
choose a direction in which to travel around the loop (either clockwise or counter-
clockwise) and correctly identify the change in potential as you cross each element. 
Be careful with signs!
 Solve the equations simultaneously for the unknown quantities.

4. Finalize. Check your numerical answers for consistency. Do not be alarmed if any 
of the resulting currents have a negative value. That only means you have guessed the 
direction of that current incorrectly, but its magnitude will be correct.

 

continued

▸ Problem-Solving Strategy c o n t i n u e d

Suppose the current flows in the direction shown.



Summary

• load matching

• Kirchhoff’s laws

Next Test on Thursday, Feb 15.

Homework

• Collected homework 2, posted online, due on Monday, Feb 12.

Serway & Jewett:

• PREVIOUS: Ch 28, onward from page 857. Problems: 1, 3, 5,
7, 9, 15

• NEW: Ch 28, Problems: 23, 27, 31, 33, 35, 61


